[A brief overview of the small Rho GTPases].
RhoA, Rac1, and Cdc42, the founding members of the Rho subfamily of small GTPases, have been the focus of many research studies since the first discovery of their primary roles in the reorganisation of the actin cytoskeleton. Since then, it is clear that they are involved in a great deal of cellular functions, including cell migration and adhesion, cell growth control, and membrane trafficking. The complete sequencing of the human genome has now highlighted a total of 20 genes encoding Rho-like proteins. Little is known about their distinct cellular functions, however, numerous studies are now beginning to unravel that each of the Rho GTPase must play a specific role in the cell in a timely and spatially regulated fashion. Here, we are presenting a brief overview of the distinct functional roles and similarities known to date for each of the Rho members.